Do You Have a Comment?
Benchmark: SS.7.C.2.13 Examine multiple perspectives on public and current issues.
Clarifications/Objectives:




Students will identify groups that influence public perspectives.
Students will use scenarios to understand the reaction or perspective of different groups.
Students will examine how multiple perspectives shape participation in the political process.

Time: One period
Materials:







PowerPoint
Computer
Projector
Handout A: What Shapes Your Perspective?, cut in half
Handout B: Juvenile Curfew: Lockdown or Safe Town?
Handout C: Town Hall Meeting

Lesson Preparation




Review all handouts and PowerPoints
Print and review the PowerPoint in “notes view”. The PowerPoint includes notes to guide the lesson.
Make copies of handouts

Lesson Overview
Warm Up - Distribute Handout A: What Shapes Your Perspective? (this should be cut in half prior to distribution)
Student should select the top three things that shape their perspective on current events and public issues. Have
students share their top three things in a small group and then have the small groups share with the class. Create a
visual of the top responses.
Using the PowerPoint discuss some groups that might have an influence on public perspectives. Ask students for
other suggestions of groups that might impact public perspectives on an issue.
Optional extension activity: Write the question Are you willing to give up some of your Constitutional rights in order
to be safe? On the board. Direct those that respond “yes” to one side of the room and those that say “no” to the
opposite side of the room. Students should line up shoulder-to-shoulder facing the other group. Have one side explain
they perspective on the question. The opposite side should listen for the best argument from the opposing side. Once all
have shared, ask the opposing side to identify the best argument. Repeat with the other side. The objective is to have
students listen to the other perspective and try to see the issue through the eyes of someone else.
Divide the class into four groups. Provide students with the fictional Juvenile Curfew article. This articles will
highlight an ordinance proposed in a fictional town about juvenile curfew.
Assign each group one of the roles named on the article handout.
After reading, students should write a comment in the appropriate box for their role.

Distribute one sheet of chart paper to each group. Student should write the name of their role and their
perspective on the issue. Once finished, have them post their papers in different locations around the room.
Participate in a carousel activity. Students will rotate around to each poster, writing the perspective of
the other groups in the appropriate box on their handout. Students should then respond to the original
comments from other groups from the perspective of their assigned roles. Students should consider the
other perspective and respond, in writing, with a respectful response showing agreement or disagreement
with the statement.
For example:
Everglades High School student – We do not agree with this policy because it is unfair and assumes
that juveniles are the only source of crime in our community. We should be allowed to stay out
later, especially if we have jobs or activities after school. Maybe the problem is that there is nothing
for us to do in Everglades, which is why we get in trouble.
Proud Parent: Good argument. I think the juvenile curfew is necessary to keep you safe and
out of trouble. Kids shouldn’t be out too late on school nights anyway.
Business Owner Association: You make some good points. We think the times are too early
too and that you should be able to stay out later. We rely on kids for business in the
evenings and without you all being able to be out, we will lose a lot of business.
Debrief by discussing the different perspectives and highlighting who would possibly support and oppose
the issue at hand.
Extension Activity based on Juvenile Curfew article
Distribute Handout D. Assign the groups of students one of the roles from the prior activity. Your classroom will
now become a town hall meeting. Each group will need to form their perspective on the proposed juvenile curfew
ordinance (provided) and offer their support or opposition. Each group should evaluate the law and clearly
explain:





If they support or oppose the change;
Why they support or oppose the change;
Why this issue is important in the community;
And what they want the government to do about the problem.

Students will present their perspective by having one representative from their group explain their position. As
the teacher, you will serve as the committee overseeing the hearings. Students should present for 1 minute and
then follow up questions asked by the teacher should be fielded by the group.
Debrief the activity by discussing how all of these different perspectives shape the political process. Explain that a
lot goes in to making decisions that impact a community and it is the role of citizens/citizen groups to participate
in the process and make their voices heard.
Check for Understanding The final slide of the PowerPoint will include a question from the End of Course Exam
Item Specifications book. Have the students independently write down their answer and ask student to explain
how they made their decision.

What factors most influence your perspective on issues
and current events?
Circle the 3 factors you feel most significantly impact your perspective on issues
and current events:
Age

Health

Parental Status

Common Good

Individual
Morals/Ethics

Political Party

Community Ties
Education

Marital Status
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Media

Family
Financial Status

Race/Ethnicity

Travel/Exposure

Military Service
Occupation

Gender

Other: ___________________________
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Sunshine Times Online_______________
Juvenile Curfew: Lockdown or Safe Town?
A new proposal is on the table: does it have any legs?
Juvenile crime rates have been on the rise in the
Sunshine suburb of Everglade. Incidents of
shoplifting, vandalism, and violence are reported
daily, with many of those responsible not even
holding a drivers’ license. Local government is
seeking to find a solution and the one on the table is
cause for controversy.
Everglades Town Council is seeking to pass an
ordinance that would set a strict juvenile curfew for
9:00 pm on weeknights and 10:30 pm on weekends.
The Council cites that many of these incidents take
place late in the evening under the cover of night so
the best solution is to prohibit our young people
from being out late.
This piece of law came of particular interest after a
brawl broke out at the Everglades Cinema on

Saturday night. A group of teens, ages ranging from
13 to 16 were involved, sending 5 to the hospital
and landing 4 in jail. Police on the scene said there
were no parents in attendance and the teens had
been dropped off at the theater.
This new proposal has been met with mixed
reviews. A juvenile curfew could have a negative
impact on local businesses and juveniles have
expressed concerns ranging from attendance at
extracurricular events to holding jobs in the
community. Many parents and law enforcement
have had positive things to say, primarily citing that
this is best for the safety of the kids of the
Everglades community.

Do you have a comment?
We want to hear what you think. Post your perspective on the proposed juvenile curfew!
Everglades High School Student says:

Proud Parent says:

Everglades Police Department says:

Everglades Storeowner Association says:

ARTICLE II. MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 14-26. Juvenile curfew ordinance.
a.

Legislative intent, findings and purposes. (What was the purpose of the ordinance?)
(1) The City of Everglades remains faced with an unacceptable level of crime, including juvenile crime, which threatens
peaceful citizens, residents and visitors. The City of Everglades further determines that this criminal activity, both
individually and collectively, presents a clear and present danger to the citizenry and to the public order and safety. The
economic cost of crime in the City of Everglades continues to drain existing resources. Additionally the effect on victims,
both economic and psychological, is traumatic and tragic.
(2) It is the intent of the City of Everglades to create and implement a juvenile curfew ordinance aimed at protecting juveniles
from crime and reducing juvenile crime and the direct and indirect consequences thereof.
(3) The purposes of this article are:
a. To protect juveniles from themselves and from other citizens, residents and visitors of the City of Everglades from the
dangers of crime which occur on sidewalks, streets, and in public places, and in semi-public places during late night and
early morning hours.
b. To decrease the amount of criminal activity engaged in by juveniles.
c. To promote and enhance parental control over juveniles.

b.

Definitions. For the purpose of this article the following definitions shall apply: (What do specific terms mean in the law?)
(1) Curfew hours shall mean:
a. 9:00 p.m. on any Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday until 6:00 a.m. of the following day; and
b. 10:30 pm until 6:00 a.m. on any Friday, Saturday or Sunday
(2) Public place shall mean any property owned or controlled by the county, any municipality, the school board, the state or
other government entity to which the business, recreation, entertainment, or other lawful purpose, streets, alleyways,
highways, and sidewalks.

c. Juvenile curfew. (What does the law actually say?) It shall be unlawful and a violation of this section for any person under the
age of seventeen (17) years to remain, linger, stay, congregate, move about, wander, or stroll in an public or semi-public
place in the City of Everglades, either on foot or in or upon any vehicle being driven or parked thereon, during the curfew
hours.

d. Exceptions. The provisions of the juvenile curfew ordinance shall not apply if the juvenile is: (What situations or activities will
not apply under the law?)
(1) Accompanied by a parent.
(2) Engaged in a lawful employment activity or traveling to or returning home from a lawful employment activity without any
detour and using the most direct route.
(3) In a motor vehicle engaged in interstate travel.
(4) On an errand at the written approval and direction of the juvenile’s parent, without any detour and using the most direct
route.
(5) Involved in or attempting to remedy, alleviate, or respond to an emergency.
(6) Attending an official school, religious, or organized recreational activity supervised by adults at least twenty-one (21) years
of age and sanction by Sunshine County, Sunshine County School Board, City of Everglades, a municipality, a charitable or
religious organization or other similar entity, which organizations take responsibility for the juvenile as an invitee, or going
to or returning home from any such activity without any detour and using the most direct route.
(7) On the sidewalk abutting the juvenile’s residence or the residence of a next door neighbor if the neighbor has not
complained to the police department about the juvenile’s presence.
(8) Exercising First Amendment rights protected by the United States Constitution such as freedom of speech, or free exercise
of religion.

e.

Enforcement procedures. Unless flight by the person or other circumstances make it impractical, a law enforcement officer,
upon finding a suspected juvenile in violation of the curfew ordinance shall: (How will this law be enforced or carried out?)

(1) Have the suspected juveniles identify themselves with name, age and address;
(2) Make every reasonable effort to immediately verify the statements or other information provided by the suspected
juvenile, through written documentation, contact with the parents or others;
(3) If the person is identified as a juvenile, the officer shall ascertain the juvenile’s reason for being in a public or semi-public
place during the curfew hours;
(4) Make every reasonable effort to contact the juvenile’s parent(s) and advise them of the curfew violation, document the
warning and make arrangements for the juvenile to return home;
(5) If no parent or other parental authority can be located, take the juvenile into custody on a charge of violation of this section
and transport to the Juvenile Assessment Center (JAC) for processing.
(6) If repeat violation, documentation prior to warning date and location and charge with violation of this section. If parent(s)
can be located then juvenile will be released to their custody after processing.
Officers shall not take into custody any person pursuant to this section unless the officer reasonably believes that an offense has
occurred and that, based on any response given or circumstance, none of the exceptions to this section is present.
f. Responsibilities of parents. (Under this law, what are the responsibilities of parents?) It shall be unlawful for the parent, legal
guardian or other adult person at least twenty-one (21) years of age having the care, custody or control of a juvenile to allow
said juvenile to violate the curfew ordinance. It shall constitute a defense:
(1) If the parent(s) made a missing person notification or informed the police department that the juvenile left or remained
away from his or her residence during curfew hours over the objection of those who have care, custody or control.
(2) If the parent(s), using reasonable care and diligence, did not have knowledge of the presence of such juvenile in, or about
or upon any place in the city way from the current residence or usual place of abode of said juvenile during curfew hours.
g.

Responsibility of business owners. (Under this law, what are the responsibilities of business owners?) It shall be unlawful for
any operator, owner or any employee managing or conducting any business or other establishment to knowingly permit a
juvenile to remain, linger, stay, congregate, move about, wander or stroll upon the premises of the establishment during curfew
hours. It shall constitute a defense:
Operators are encourage but not required to conspicuously display in or about the premises of an establishment, a legibly
printed notice in substantially the following form:
“IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF SEVENTEEN (17) TO REMAIN ON THESE PREMISES BETWEEN THE HOURS
OF 11:00 P.M. TO 6:00 A.M. THE FOLLOWING DAY FROM SUNDAY TO THURSDAY AND THE HOURS 12:01 A.M. TO 6:00 A.M. ON
ANY SATURDAY UNLESS SPECIFICALLY ALLOWED BY LAW.”

h.

Penalties. (What are the consequences for not obeying this law?)Upon conviction of a violation of paragraphs (f) or (g), a
person shall be punished as provided in Everglades Code Section A-1. A juvenile found to be in violation of paragraph (c) shall be
subject to penalty and rehabilitation as ordered by the court pursuant to Florida Statutes Chapter 39, Part II, not to exceed the
maximum penalty as provided by Everglades Code Section 1-6.

Town Hall Meeting Preparation Sheet
Role (circle one):
Parent ~ Student ~ Business Owner ~ Law Enforcement
QUESTIONS

ANSWERS
The problem is.......

1. What is the problem the law is trying to solve?

The purpose of the law is......
2. What is the purpose of the law?
 Does it support the common good;
 Does it correct something that is harmful?

3. Is the law fair? Why or why not?
 Does it discriminate unjustly against any group
or person;
 Can it be applied equally;
 Is the punishment cruel or unjust;
 Does it violate any constitutional rights?
4. Is the law clear, practical and enforceable?
 Is the law clear and easy to understand;
 Is the law worth the cost and effort of
enforcement;
 Is it practical and reasonable;
 Is it possible to change the law if it is found to
be unfair?

5. Is the law necessary or are there better ways to
accomplish the same purpose?
 Is there a proven need for the law;
 Should the government be involved?

6. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the law?

7. What do you think? Should the law be kept as
written, changed, or eliminated? Why? If you want
to change the law, how would you change it
specifically?

TOWN HALL MEETING
APPEARANCE RECORD
Once you have completed your presentation, completed and return this form to the Town
Meeting Chairperson (your teacher).
Proposed Ordinance: Juvenile Curfew

Date: ______________________________

Name of speaker

____________________________________________________________

Title

____________________________________________________________

Address

____________________________________________________________

City

____________________________

Phone Number

____________________________________________________________

State/Zip

__________________

Representing (What role are you presenting?)_____________________________________________________

I wish to speak:

Proponent (for)
Opponent (against)

Subject matter:

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

