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I have had the honor of being a member of the Miami-Dade County School Board for
almost two decades. I have seen the board continuously adapt and evolve as new
members cycle on, bringing their priorities and personalities to this ever-changing
institution.

For the past nine years, several iterations of the board have worked hand-in-hand
with the administration to bring stability and common purpose to the organization,
resulting in record high academic achievement and unprecedented financial
strength.

It is, therefore, dismaying that during recent School Board meetings the tenor of the
conversations among board members, and between board members and staff,
threaten that stability, which has been the hallmark of our recent success. If we
allow the desire for short-term personal wins to lead to unproductive strife, we
threaten that which has made us strong. Without the collective commitment to move
forward as one cohesive unit, our steady hand at the wheel begins to sway and the
organization sways along with it.

Our community has seen the consequences of taking that unstable path. In 2008, the
school district was in complete disarray: Our financial condition was on the verge of
bankruptcy; we were about to begin the tenure of our fourth superintendent in less
than eight years; despite having the strongest collection of teachers in the nation, we
lagged behind the state average in academic achievement. The lack of transparency
and mismanagement that permeated the school district during that time prompted
me to voice concerns about the path we were taking. Fortunately, a new
administration and board steered the district back to financial health and improved
student gains.
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For those who doubt that simple board politics can negatively affect children’s
education, look no further than our most recent bond rating reports from Standard
& Poor and Moody’s.

Both cited strong financial management and policies as elements behind the
improved outlook. If we lose critical staff members needed to keep our financial
practices strong, or if we adopt policies that do not keep the financial health of the
organization paramount, then we risk not only poor financial management but a
substantially higher cost of borrowing — which means fewer dollars for capital
projects and critically needed maintenance work. The credit agencies monitor and
act on our cohesive resolve.

School Board members have dedicated a great deal of our lives to improving public
education in South Florida.

The board is united in its desire to ensure that all children receive the highest
quality education in the highest quality facilities. We must be careful to ensure that
our words and actions do not inadvertently harm what we care about the most.

Marta Pérez represents District 8 on the Miami-Dade County School Board.
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Solomon Schiff — or “Sol,” as everyone who knew him
called him — was a rabbi by training and a community
leader by choice. He never neglected his work as a
clergyman or as a student of Torah.

He followed two important Jewish traditions in living his life.
The first was Tikun Olam — the duty to improve the world. I
first got to know Sol as a member of the Dade County
Community Relations Board. We worked together for years.
He became chairman at a crucial time in Miami (1979-1980).
There were large protests after six white police officers beat
Arthur McDuffie, a Black insurance man, to death. He was
chased and stopped for a traffic offense on his motorcycle.

KEEP READING ➔

TRENDING STORIES

How soon — and how long — could you feel side
effects of COVID vaccines? What to know
UPDATED APRIL 07, 2021 12:12 PM

Woman shot dead by Miami-Dade police during
eviction at Brickell apartment, cops say
UPDATED APRIL 07, 2021 03:14 PM

J&J appointments are at Publix for those 18 and
older in Florida. Here’s how to book one
UPDATED APRIL 07, 2021 11:15 AM

Florida GOP targets ‘intellectual diversity’ on
campus with survey about beliefs
UPDATED APRIL 07, 2021 03:03 PM

South Beach nightclub at center of FBI bribery
sting loses lawsuit against city
UPDATED APRIL 06, 2021 07:38 PM

READ NEXT

javascript:void(0);
https://www.mgid.com/ghits/d/602909/i/57385081/pp/1/1?h=H1SZfh79m6KOPG2eN2qmyURTHBc6yC5TNnQdHp2Zv1BUpyEcStRBia3gIT4bf95e&rid=7dd5f776-9894-11eb-b48c-78ac440ce852&u=OWwelegQh2mOFNWHz-QE0C_XUhsJPSvnIETYEwoRcpkOVRRNdx2oV1nbhzq3cfK2QKv9eXII7WKQEoarf6KfiLGMCE9bhM33En8rF1DOUTIavjKhGgRfk2C-ZquwuQAJkWgriQWEHR0fwL2Zp2NJ8pBtyY8pnJZ7kzn-MSozJVNoCgnSaiSc2DYq3g6vbpwI2F5oXsELVLoCAxZxcP5F3p51uhLNyawTwsRAHdkMYJNXx2Sxm1zqphpv7WUv3BKBgmy3j0j-bvdiDrsXxL1IVwYfq-AWPTfZV8sNIIQN5Dxw6E6F_BMqnZ55UIoyvSjcqfWCc9OrBqC6qH4MBprL-s1ffufY-GtrMI5rjPIzoUT5M8mHByJ2yii7KbbwoWzimelw4h428_pi8o8JpZL5FPNVYk2a-ZS7VEUjPWkiDLgqZM6K0jrj_dvgkZ8TmKEUH26Tfc8buvM-TluI3VnKq1ipD3jTJTO1vTnDp4iMfOfNd4ceT6nrd59uRLA4zy_aCi1K-2I7L3RquRUaI6SSOps1g1dqq20bxjcovxl8eKWTWHHhC1vttEK8LNP2M0L5Ci0Bv3lpYFXJC9ImSx3sov9FcOvJvm11VtgksHXVvT62rBrOTkFd7huV2ylSwQgUAFZ0_yJg5Pg1vtk8oMUIv-Q0b2a8uD4LmbprxflyXTcgiKahMWy07WaIa0KO6E4ixZa8fgalNTManE0Dlc4ysLi5olstAc_XVxn4mIDaJETdTj_r194Dm0KEDVwR4yJgczCnlBC6Blnw9qH2lXCyEy7WH2L1FiDTluw16C8B7OeLN0s3RiwFx0FZqJEKPF2i4PuyDnQaBqquLE2YDnwRc6mu_JOdZgHHZhWqvZh0dYRR3CHxhGNukDV_27MIVmvXcvpHxZ-HxRDx0-_r5Hg0UMJT9sba_5YxJfa2XZZxbpyMc9EqUpKd5vQAdpdirW8Mia7WUs-PuRPzqFy-s3mjfMouf7qpYS9TFDKl_689-5FTHXTmfVeKl_MJ6yGLd86F80eV71H0PzuKl-p9Os8nlyowJwq9l2CcPg3ergNtQjnb6T_JHgpQb1nrsRF881BBY9-eUYYc1gvUV_CYmulwYVTdz-EZRI6wiUEN0c9hYH8*&tt=Direct&gbpp=1&abd=1&iv=11&ct=1&muid=l0enMz9DwZk8
https://www.mgid.com/ghits/d/602909/i/57385081/pp/1/1?h=H1SZfh79m6KOPG2eN2qmyURTHBc6yC5TNnQdHp2Zv1BUpyEcStRBia3gIT4bf95e&rid=7dd5f776-9894-11eb-b48c-78ac440ce852&u=OWwelegQh2mOFNWHz-QE0C_XUhsJPSvnIETYEwoRcpkOVRRNdx2oV1nbhzq3cfK2QKv9eXII7WKQEoarf6KfiLGMCE9bhM33En8rF1DOUTIavjKhGgRfk2C-ZquwuQAJkWgriQWEHR0fwL2Zp2NJ8pBtyY8pnJZ7kzn-MSozJVNoCgnSaiSc2DYq3g6vbpwI2F5oXsELVLoCAxZxcP5F3p51uhLNyawTwsRAHdkMYJNXx2Sxm1zqphpv7WUv3BKBgmy3j0j-bvdiDrsXxL1IVwYfq-AWPTfZV8sNIIQN5Dxw6E6F_BMqnZ55UIoyvSjcqfWCc9OrBqC6qH4MBprL-s1ffufY-GtrMI5rjPIzoUT5M8mHByJ2yii7KbbwoWzimelw4h428_pi8o8JpZL5FPNVYk2a-ZS7VEUjPWkiDLgqZM6K0jrj_dvgkZ8TmKEUH26Tfc8buvM-TluI3VnKq1ipD3jTJTO1vTnDp4iMfOfNd4ceT6nrd59uRLA4zy_aCi1K-2I7L3RquRUaI6SSOps1g1dqq20bxjcovxl8eKWTWHHhC1vttEK8LNP2M0L5Ci0Bv3lpYFXJC9ImSx3sov9FcOvJvm11VtgksHXVvT62rBrOTkFd7huV2ylSwQgUAFZ0_yJg5Pg1vtk8oMUIv-Q0b2a8uD4LmbprxflyXTcgiKahMWy07WaIa0KO6E4ixZa8fgalNTManE0Dlc4ysLi5olstAc_XVxn4mIDaJETdTj_r194Dm0KEDVwR4yJgczCnlBC6Blnw9qH2lXCyEy7WH2L1FiDTluw16C8B7OeLN0s3RiwFx0FZqJEKPF2i4PuyDnQaBqquLE2YDnwRc6mu_JOdZgHHZhWqvZh0dYRR3CHxhGNukDV_27MIVmvXcvpHxZ-HxRDx0-_r5Hg0UMJT9sba_5YxJfa2XZZxbpyMc9EqUpKd5vQAdpdirW8Mia7WUs-PuRPzqFy-s3mjfMouf7qpYS9TFDKl_689-5FTHXTmfVeKl_MJ6yGLd86F80eV71H0PzuKl-p9Os8nlyowJwq9l2CcPg3ergNtQjnb6T_JHgpQb1nrsRF881BBY9-eUYYc1gvUV_CYmulwYVTdz-EZRI6wiUEN0c9hYH8*&tt=Direct&gbpp=1&abd=1&iv=11&ct=1&muid=l0enMz9DwZk8
https://www.mgid.com/ghits/d/602909/i/57385081/pp/1/1?h=H1SZfh79m6KOPG2eN2qmyURTHBc6yC5TNnQdHp2Zv1BUpyEcStRBia3gIT4bf95e&rid=7dd5f776-9894-11eb-b48c-78ac440ce852&u=OWwelegQh2mOFNWHz-QE0C_XUhsJPSvnIETYEwoRcpkOVRRNdx2oV1nbhzq3cfK2QKv9eXII7WKQEoarf6KfiLGMCE9bhM33En8rF1DOUTIavjKhGgRfk2C-ZquwuQAJkWgriQWEHR0fwL2Zp2NJ8pBtyY8pnJZ7kzn-MSozJVNoCgnSaiSc2DYq3g6vbpwI2F5oXsELVLoCAxZxcP5F3p51uhLNyawTwsRAHdkMYJNXx2Sxm1zqphpv7WUv3BKBgmy3j0j-bvdiDrsXxL1IVwYfq-AWPTfZV8sNIIQN5Dxw6E6F_BMqnZ55UIoyvSjcqfWCc9OrBqC6qH4MBprL-s1ffufY-GtrMI5rjPIzoUT5M8mHByJ2yii7KbbwoWzimelw4h428_pi8o8JpZL5FPNVYk2a-ZS7VEUjPWkiDLgqZM6K0jrj_dvgkZ8TmKEUH26Tfc8buvM-TluI3VnKq1ipD3jTJTO1vTnDp4iMfOfNd4ceT6nrd59uRLA4zy_aCi1K-2I7L3RquRUaI6SSOps1g1dqq20bxjcovxl8eKWTWHHhC1vttEK8LNP2M0L5Ci0Bv3lpYFXJC9ImSx3sov9FcOvJvm11VtgksHXVvT62rBrOTkFd7huV2ylSwQgUAFZ0_yJg5Pg1vtk8oMUIv-Q0b2a8uD4LmbprxflyXTcgiKahMWy07WaIa0KO6E4ixZa8fgalNTManE0Dlc4ysLi5olstAc_XVxn4mIDaJETdTj_r194Dm0KEDVwR4yJgczCnlBC6Blnw9qH2lXCyEy7WH2L1FiDTluw16C8B7OeLN0s3RiwFx0FZqJEKPF2i4PuyDnQaBqquLE2YDnwRc6mu_JOdZgHHZhWqvZh0dYRR3CHxhGNukDV_27MIVmvXcvpHxZ-HxRDx0-_r5Hg0UMJT9sba_5YxJfa2XZZxbpyMc9EqUpKd5vQAdpdirW8Mia7WUs-PuRPzqFy-s3mjfMouf7qpYS9TFDKl_689-5FTHXTmfVeKl_MJ6yGLd86F80eV71H0PzuKl-p9Os8nlyowJwq9l2CcPg3ergNtQjnb6T_JHgpQb1nrsRF881BBY9-eUYYc1gvUV_CYmulwYVTdz-EZRI6wiUEN0c9hYH8*&tt=Direct&gbpp=1&abd=1&iv=11&ct=1&muid=l0enMz9DwZk8
https://www.mgid.com/ghits/d/551166/i/57385081/pp/2/1?h=H1SZfh79m6KOPG2eN2qmydvATeY02Vn4_3wZ-pja-Sgli2mkfcu-u8up-78Yum4N&rid=7dd5f776-9894-11eb-b48c-78ac440ce852&u=RFme81-So459WYVno_h-rE6Gwz3upzkr_Edx4DhIqYzMT_gkGPCi7_J_ryj4Q-3AdbZzv8MGa3wZnWrsq-kycNlG1UStUQoMF525sOE2c6KJ9ooxtjFuQ7RrFNDfhuftEI2sUQ0i6QU0Lr9HNpRBYqP3IKRUZpARSiTFWhVVvvh52VLsRdB3nLSdfGWN5fd1Gm47NLIbmiWDzOuDQVEFYZQr_GcJIn2dbwMHj7dlkhuOs1IKfyqXQfizK-bQp-TcQ7Je4-Wn1ojww_GVvzfjEFBq0i-3a4Keuuatpdjd4bX0hCvdXnPEywb9CIy_ygdnw6He4295QuLadT1_7t86j_jgKUN_s_UbXwqNNU86JE0TJ5fUWWJeNf2lkZanULh-Qjmc-D-9UQatv-B3vOl0OYAcdn7CMtZRF_8w-RjctTQyatg-6uvCQzl5TSktShOGSrDtCotnC-0VUZMTmaawoi6r2LOxtcfdQ8dW-VY2GPiZQxWlffZU6mDETNOaJaxS&tt=Direct&gbpp=1&abd=1&iv=11&ct=1&muid=l0enMz9DwZk8
https://www.mgid.com/ghits/d/551166/i/57385081/pp/2/1?h=H1SZfh79m6KOPG2eN2qmydvATeY02Vn4_3wZ-pja-Sgli2mkfcu-u8up-78Yum4N&rid=7dd5f776-9894-11eb-b48c-78ac440ce852&u=RFme81-So459WYVno_h-rE6Gwz3upzkr_Edx4DhIqYzMT_gkGPCi7_J_ryj4Q-3AdbZzv8MGa3wZnWrsq-kycNlG1UStUQoMF525sOE2c6KJ9ooxtjFuQ7RrFNDfhuftEI2sUQ0i6QU0Lr9HNpRBYqP3IKRUZpARSiTFWhVVvvh52VLsRdB3nLSdfGWN5fd1Gm47NLIbmiWDzOuDQVEFYZQr_GcJIn2dbwMHj7dlkhuOs1IKfyqXQfizK-bQp-TcQ7Je4-Wn1ojww_GVvzfjEFBq0i-3a4Keuuatpdjd4bX0hCvdXnPEywb9CIy_ygdnw6He4295QuLadT1_7t86j_jgKUN_s_UbXwqNNU86JE0TJ5fUWWJeNf2lkZanULh-Qjmc-D-9UQatv-B3vOl0OYAcdn7CMtZRF_8w-RjctTQyatg-6uvCQzl5TSktShOGSrDtCotnC-0VUZMTmaawoi6r2LOxtcfdQ8dW-VY2GPiZQxWlffZU6mDETNOaJaxS&tt=Direct&gbpp=1&abd=1&iv=11&ct=1&muid=l0enMz9DwZk8
https://www.mgid.com/ghits/d/551166/i/57385081/pp/2/1?h=H1SZfh79m6KOPG2eN2qmydvATeY02Vn4_3wZ-pja-Sgli2mkfcu-u8up-78Yum4N&rid=7dd5f776-9894-11eb-b48c-78ac440ce852&u=RFme81-So459WYVno_h-rE6Gwz3upzkr_Edx4DhIqYzMT_gkGPCi7_J_ryj4Q-3AdbZzv8MGa3wZnWrsq-kycNlG1UStUQoMF525sOE2c6KJ9ooxtjFuQ7RrFNDfhuftEI2sUQ0i6QU0Lr9HNpRBYqP3IKRUZpARSiTFWhVVvvh52VLsRdB3nLSdfGWN5fd1Gm47NLIbmiWDzOuDQVEFYZQr_GcJIn2dbwMHj7dlkhuOs1IKfyqXQfizK-bQp-TcQ7Je4-Wn1ojww_GVvzfjEFBq0i-3a4Keuuatpdjd4bX0hCvdXnPEywb9CIy_ygdnw6He4295QuLadT1_7t86j_jgKUN_s_UbXwqNNU86JE0TJ5fUWWJeNf2lkZanULh-Qjmc-D-9UQatv-B3vOl0OYAcdn7CMtZRF_8w-RjctTQyatg-6uvCQzl5TSktShOGSrDtCotnC-0VUZMTmaawoi6r2LOxtcfdQ8dW-VY2GPiZQxWlffZU6mDETNOaJaxS&tt=Direct&gbpp=1&abd=1&iv=11&ct=1&muid=l0enMz9DwZk8
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250449561.html#storylink=readnext
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250449561.html#storylink=readnext
https://twitter.com/share?text=Whenever+the+community+needed+him%2C+Rabbi+Solomon+Schiff+had+one+answer%3A+%E2%80%98I+am+here.%E2%80%99+%7C+Opinion&url=https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250449561.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250449561.html
mailto:?subject=Whenever%20the%20community%20needed%20him%2C%20Rabbi%20Solomon%20Schiff%20had%20one%20answer%3A%20%E2%80%98I%20am%20here.%E2%80%99%20%7C%20Opinion&body=https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250449561.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250449561.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/coronavirus/article250462061.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/crime/article250466986.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/coronavirus/article250489964.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article250470626.html#storylink=trendingstories
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/miami-beach/article250466691.html#storylink=trendingstories


OP-ED

President Biden is not living
up to his promise to treat all
Puerto Ricans equally |
Opinion
APRIL 05, 2021 4:42 PM

OP-ED

A recession or ‘she-cession?’
COVID-19 pandemic sets back
women’s economic progress |
Opinion
APRIL 02, 2021 6:21 PM

OP-ED

Short-sighted Florida bill
would punish educational
exchange with foreign
countries | Opinion
APRIL 01, 2021 6:22 PM

OP-ED

Democrats should settle for
baby steps on gun control. It
can only help them | Opinion

APRIL 01, 2021 6:05 PM

OP-ED

Optometrists aren’t surgeons.
Florida lawmakers should not
let them perform eye surgery
| Opinion
APRIL 01, 2021 2:49 PM

OP-ED

Biden’s infrastructure
investment should include $5
billion for Everglades
restoration | Opinion
UPDATED APRIL 01, 2021 03:54 PM

Take Us With You

Real-time updates and all local stories you want
right in the palm of your hand.

MIAMI HERALD APP ➔

VIEW NEWSLETTERS ➔

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Start a Subscription

Customer Service

eEdition

Vacation Hold

Pay Your Bill

LEARN MORE

About Us

Contact Us

Newsletters

News in Education

Public Insight Network

Reader Panel

Archives

ADVERTISING

Place a Classified

https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250447586.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250398596.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250369141.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250370396.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250363976.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-ed/article250349406.html#storylink=moresection
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Herald/38925837299
https://twitter.com/miamiherald
http://www.youtube.com/MiamiHerald
https://www.instagram.com/miamiherald/
https://miamiherald.com/mobile
http://t.news.miamiherald.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=miamiherald
https://account.miamiherald.com/static/subscribe/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/e-edition/today#navlink=mi_footer
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-est-01.sh/custservice/web/login.html?siteid=MIA#navlink=mi_footer
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-est-01.sh/custservice/web/login.html?siteid=MIA#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.mcclatchy.com/our-impact/markets/miami-herald/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service/contact-us/#navlink=mi_footer
http://t.news.miamiherald.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=miamiherald#navlink=mi_footer
https://k12nie.com/?p=miamiherald/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/public-insight-network/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/reader-panel/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/archives/#navlink=mi_footer
https://classifieds.mcclatchy.com/marketplace/miami/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiheraldadvertising.com/#navlink=mi_footer


COPYRIGHT

COMMENTING POLICY

PRIVACY POLICY

TERMS OF SERVICE

Media Kit

Public Notices

https://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/copyright/#navlinks=footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/commenting-policy/#navlinks=footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiheraldadvertising.com/#navlink=mi_footer
http://floridapublicnotices.com/

